JFS SIXTH FORM
PROSPECTUS

P .

UNRIVALLED EXCEPTIONAL PERSONALISED
OPPORTUNITIES TEACHING PROGRESSION

JFS is a co-educational inclusive, modern, orthodox Jewish school that strives to produce
well-educated, faithful and proud Jews who will be responsible and contributing members of society.



AWORD FROM THE Bt
DIRECTOR OF SIXTH FORM... Mice Ella Buckle

Director of Sixth Form and
A warm welcome to JFS Sixth Form. Whilst we are Assistant Headteacher

proud that we retain the majority of our Year 11
students, we are equally pleased that each year we
welcome a growing number of external students.
With our external applications being at a 10 year
high, competition for places at our exceptional
Sixth Form is fierce.

At JFS Sixth Form we are developing students into
confident, resilient young adults. We have high

expectations of all students throughout every At J FS Sixth FO rm

aspect of Sixth Form life and are unapologetic for
this. From exceptional attendance and behaviour

standards to ensuring every student makes the We a re developlng
progress they are capable of, we achieve truly
excellent outcomes. .
students into
We cater for the needs of every pupil within our
course offering. Be it academic, vocational or CO nfident r‘esilient
I

technical, it is an exciting time for education at JFS.
We are launching our first T Level in September,

‘Early Years Education’ and are oversubscribed for yO u ng d d u |tS .

the course.

Sixth Form students have sole use of their own We have h Igh
canteen, ‘the Mezz’ and a silent study room,

staffed by a qualified HE and careers advisor, the 1 f
wonderful Mrs Levick. Students may also use the eXpeCtatI O n S O a | |
Learning Resources Centre (LRC) during study

periods and have their own outdoor space. St U d e ntS th ro ug h O ut

Our A Level teachers are subject experts and have

often been examiners for their subject, giving eve ry a S p eCt Of S IXth
them the depth to stretch and challenge even the

most able students. Our vocational teachers have !

excellent contacts and often bring speakers in such FO rm | Ife a n d a re

as Talktalk Radio presenters or business men/

women to inspire our students. u n a po | Ogetic fo r th iS,

Miss Ella Buckle
Director of Sixth Form and Assistant Headteacher
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ENRICHMENT

Our enrichment and careers offering is truly
outstanding. Every student completes the JFS
Sixth Form Enrichment award to Bronze, Silver or
Gold standard, depending on their achievements.
This incorporates, super-curricular, leadership and
volunteering opportunities available to students
throughout the Sixth Form. Every Year 12 student
attends a University/Careers Fair, has the opportunity
to attend both Russell Group and Oxbridge University
visits and Apprenticeship speakers. Our Medicine
mentoring program is hugely successful with nine
students receiving offers this year. JFS students benefit
from a vast array of top notch speakers, from Ed Davey
and Lord Mann to Ben Winston. Student societies are
hugely popular at JFS, with students keen to take the
lead on new and established societies, from 'STEM Soc'
to 'Med Soc', Crochet Club to 'Debate Soc'. Additionally,
if it doesn’t yet exist students are welcome to found a
new society, and often do!

Enrichment opportunities include:

Duke of Edinburgh
ORT Jump
Mark Evison
Etgar
Young Enterprise
Peer Mentoring
Paired Reading
Academic Mentoring
Student Societies.
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Our exam results consistently highlight us as a top Jewish school one of the top ranking schools
nationally, something we are very proud of. We are hugely proud of every student for the progress
they make. The results are a testament to the exceptional work from both our staff and our students.

55% 84%

of all A Level grades were of all A Level grades were

A*- A A*-B

81%
of all BTEC grades were 12 students accepted to
Oxbridge or Medicine.
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NEXT STAGE — DESTINATIONS

84% of students attend university, with 60% in total
attending Russel Group Universities and 6% attending
either Oxford or Cambridge.

Against a national average of only 20% of students
attending a Russell Group University, JFS students are
three times more likely to do so and our curriculum
is developed to ensure that all of our students are

academically challenged and well-rounded enough to
thrive when they leave us.

We offer University visits to Oxbridge, Russell Group and
specialist universities.

All Year 12 students complete a one week work
experience placement at the end of Year 12. This aids
their decision making for further education and enables
them to have meaningful encounters with employers.

JFS 2025 University Destinations

Liverpool John Moores University - 1
Forensic Poyehelogy and Ciminal st -1

P

Lancaster University - 1
losephy

Jniversity of Birmingham - 23
ce-1

with Marketing - 1
vial Experience - 1

Aberystwyth University - 1
Comp -

University of Warwick - 1
History -1

University of Oxford - 1
BiomedicalScinces- 1

ity of Bristol - 18

ristol, University of the
‘estEngland - 3
ce-1

Bournemouth
University - 1

Film Production and Cinematography -

University of
ity of Exeter - 4 Southampton-1 .
Management. 1

ssc

University of Reading - 1
Real Estate 1

iversity of Edinburgh - 3
o1

AMBITION

Most Popular Subjects
22 Economics
14 Psychology

12 Politics Related

11 Computer Science
10 Accountancy

9 Criminology

9 Law
8 BusinessRelated

7 Fashion Related

7 History

6  Mathematics

6  Mechanical Engineering
6  Medicine

5 Education

5 Film Related

5 International Relations
5 Natural Sciences

5 Philosophy

5 RealEstate

ity of St Andrews - 2
®)

years) -1

Nottingham Trent University - 20
T

1

Content Creation -1
1

University of York - 1 Real Estate -3
English-1

University of Nottingham - 24
A

University of East Anglia UEA -
L psychobogy !

ity of Cambridge - 6
i

nd Political Sciences - 1
2

University of Hertfordshire - 1
Psychology -1

Imperial College London - 3
Desi ring -1

Queen Mary University - 1
University for the Psychology - 1

Creative Arts - 1 Brunel
Comic & Concept Art -1 Physotherapy -1

ity London - 1

ith-1

Royal Holloway - 2

Biomedic

UCFB-1

Sports Business & Sports Law -1

Universit of Sussex-2 St Mary's University - 1
Primry Education with QTS- |




EARLY APPLICATIONS

Our early applicants follow a proven
successful programme, to prepare them
for making an early application. We draw
on experts from OA schools, alumni and
subject leaders to ensure they have all the
information required and are adequately
prepared. Should students get to the
interview stage of the process, they are
all matched with successful alumni and
undertake robust mock interviews with
subject specialists in school. This year, in
addition to the above we will be running
critical thinking sessions to aid interview
preparation. We are very proud of our
success with early applications and
encourage any students interested to
attend the launch in February.

MEDICAL MENTORING PROGRAMME

Our Mentor Programme for Medicine applicants,
ensures every applicant is matched with a member of
our JFS Medical alumni, many of whom are Oxbridge
medicine alumni, facilitated by Jesse Anthony - Alum
and his team of Mentors. Students meet with them to
discuss UCAT, personal statements, work experience and
interviews. Additionally, alumni often come in to school
to present to students and assist with their applications.
With nine successful applicants this year, we hope to
continue improving on these impressive numbers.

APPRENTICESHIPS Students in the
In addition, a growing number of students go on to higher level S iXt h FO r m b e n efit

apprenticeships or degree apprenticeships, with top companies

such as TFL, PWC, Sky, British Airways, Airbus and more! fro m exte n S ive

Students can speak to our external Careers Adviser, Disha

Dansingani or Mrs Sara Levick, our Post-16 Manager, about Ca ree rS a dvi Ce a n d

apprenticeships throughout their time in the Sixth Form.

Activities for students considering apprenticeships include: gu i d a n Ce, i n Cl u d i n g
e Talks from alumni undertaking apprenticeships
e Meeting apprenticeship providers at the Further Education I I
and Apprenticeship Fairs Independent adVICe
and information on

apprenticeships.

e Mock Assessment Centre (tests, video interview, case study)
e Webinars (Young Professionals UK)
Online work experience - Springpod

This year we are excited to announce our Alumni
Apprenticeship Mentoring Programme as well as our first

Apprenticeship Parent Information evening, dedicated to all Ofsted 2022
thing’s apprenticeship!



NEW STUDENTS

With external applications to JFS Sixth Form at an all time high, before Induction Day, to meet with their assigned Student

we are excited to welcome around 80 new students to JFS Buddy and meet the Sixth Form staff. Every student will be
Sixth Form this year. We have a strong transition programme checked in with during the first two weeks by a member of the
for our new joiners. New students come in to school they day Sixth Form team.

Rafael Davies

I was initially nervous before | joined JFS, sceptical of how such a big change
would impact me as | initially had been at a non-Jewish private school. However, |
found myself readily accepted not just by the students but the staff as well. | was
encouraged and pushed to thrive in all areas. Where | fell behind, | was always
helped back up. | was provided with several eye-opening opportunities such as
training in Krav Magar at a JS lesson. The community that JFS allows you to be a
part of is one of inclusivity and prosperity seamlessly pushing you to make friends
in all events whether its PE or even the Purim Fair. Everyone is friends and it's

an amazing environment knowing that both your academics and social life are
flourishing.

Freda Josephs

| decided to join JFS because | wanted to experience a new environment before
university and JFS offered both strong academics and a great social environment. Since
joining, I've been impressed by the exceptionally high quality of teaching; every teacher
shows real passion for their subject and a true commitment to their students. This has
inspired me to fully engage with the subjects I’'m most passionate about. I’'ve also met
so many amazing people who have made my time at JFS even more enjoyable. There’s a
real sense of community that extends beyond the classroom, which made the transition
between schools a much smoother process. Sixth Form can be an overwhelming time,
but the staff makes it much more manageable by providing incredible support - not just
academically, but also in terms of wellbeing and career planning - allowing me to look
forward to this next year at JFS

Darcey Graham

| joined JFS at the beginning of Sixth Form. For me, joining a Jewish school was
important having never been in Jewish education before, as | wanted the sense of
community that JFS has.

At first, | felt excited but also nervous, but the transition process at the start

of Year 12 gradually helped me to learn my way around the school and meet

new people. The teachers and students were all very welcoming and made the
transition much easier. By the end of the first week, | had already settled in so
well and it felt as if I had been at JFS for many years.

Joining JFS also gave me the opportunity to study a wider variety of subjects

than were available to me at my previous school, which has shaped my choices

moving forwards with university applications.

Joe Zilkha

Whilst visiting JFS open evening | found many students complimenting the high
standards, and efforts that teachers went through to ensure their students had a
thorough understanding of the work, continuously taking time outside of lessons to
provide individual help if needed. This was important to me due to the large quantity of
A Level content and making sure students don’t fall behind on work. Being a very active
person who plays a wide range of sports, | felt that the impressive sports facilities would
allow me to keep up with these hobbies, inside of school, whilst also providing a great
outlet, away from the pressures of A Levels, to connect with peers and to maintain a
balanced work life. Having had many family members previously attend JFS, they’ve all
enjoyed and benefited from the school’s Jewish community, making life-long friends,
which is important to me after leaving school. | felt well supported throughout the
process of applying for Medicine and appreciate the help from Medsoc, alumni and staff.




JFS SIXTH FORM MORASHA PROGRAMME

Morasha is our exciting Jewish education experience for
all Sixth Form students. Each element of the Morasha
Programme is part of the inheritance that the student stands
to receive. Some of these elements, such as the curriculum,
are ancient in origin but still have a direct relevance to their
lives. As well as looking at traditional texts and Jewish values,
the programme will enable students to encounter today’s
Jewish organisations and leaders. The combination of all of
this is their inheritance.

OVERVIEW

Our Sixth Form Jewish Studies programme has been designed
to inspire, challenge and empower our students as young
adults. Across the year, they will explore a wide range of
courses — from Jewish thought, philosophy and ethics, to
culture, history, Israel, and practical life skills. Every four weeks
they will take part in a different course, allowing them to
experience diverse areas of Jewish learning and find the topics
that resonate most with them.

Led by our own teachers and guest educators from leading
organisations, the programme blends text study, discussion,
creativity and hands-on experiences. Whether debating
ethical dilemmas, cooking Jewish cuisine, exploring Israel,
or diving into Torah study, every course aims to equip the
students with knowledge, insight and confidence for their
Jewish journey beyond school.

At the heart of the programme are our core courses —
designed to strengthen Jewish identity, spirituality leadership,
connection to Israel and commitment to giving — alongside a
choice of innovative electives that bring Judaism to life in fresh
and meaningful ways.

This is not just a curriculum —it’s a toolkit for Jewish adulthood.

Within the Jewish community, there are plenty of
opportunities for people to share their talents and skills.
We have designed the Morasha Programme to allow our
students to have more of a bespoke educational experience.
They can now select different tracks within the course
and this will have a consequence on the type of Jewish
education they will receive. We hope that this will ultimately
lead to students finding their long-term place in the Jewish
community and continue to be active members long after
their time here at JFS.




JEWISH EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM

The Jewish Education curriculum is designed to focus
on relevant and useful issues whilst learning about the
Jewish approach to these matters. Lessons seek to engage
the student with contemporary topics and students are
presented with a variety of modern-day case studies.

The course is an opportunity for the students to grapple
with their own approach to Jewish Studies.

Examples include

o Torah on Canvas

o Around the world with Jewish Cuisine
o Medical Ethics

o Kisharon Langdon

o Beit Medrash

o Israel: History, Politics, Conflict and Life
o The Evolution of Jewish Music

o The big questions

The lessons are punctuated by speakers who are relevant
to the topics being studied as well as seasonal activities
that occur around the time of certain Jewish festivals as
well as social action opportunities.
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION - EPQ

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a Level 3 Project Qualification, making it equal to half an A Level. It is graded
A* - E meaning that there are 80 UCAS points available for completing the course. This is a voluntary, additional subject

that is offered to all Sixth Form students and is delivered through taught, supervised sessions once a fortnight in one of

their free lessons.

As this is an independent research project, students will select their area of interest and research and complete the project
over the course of nine to 10 months. We estimate it takes approximately 90 hours of independent work to achieve a top
grade. There are three elements to complete before the project is submitted:

1.
2.
3.

A production log - which documents the student’s research journey,
Choice of either a 5000-word report OR artefact/production with a 1000-word report,
A live presentation.

We achieve outstanding results in the EPQ.
Here are the 2025 results.

56% 97%
A*- A




FAQS - MOST COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How should | choose my courses?
There are many things to consider, but the top four are: enjoyment, future career plans, proven successful
subjects, if a new subject, have you researched it?

How long do | have to change course?
Students will only be able to change courses if there is space. The final deadline is October half term, but we
encourage students to change sooner rather than later.

Do | have a tutor group?

Yes, all Sixth Formers have a Sixth Form tutor.

Can | leave school before the end of the day?
Yes, if you have no further timetabled lessons you may leave at the end of your last lesson, but not before
morning break.

Can | come in to school later if | do not have a lesson?
In Year 12, students will be required in at 08:30 every day. In Year 13 students will only be required in at 08:30
on Monday and Tuesday for UCAS intervention.

What should | do during my free periods?

Free periods are known as 'study periods' and should be used as such.

Where can | study?
Students can use the Sixth Form only ‘Study Room’ which is a silent supervised area, the Learning Resources
Centre (LRC) or the Mezzanine.

Do | have PSHCE in sixth form?

Yes, Year 12 follow a PSHCE programme during tutor base. Both Year 12 and Year 13 have weekly assemblies.

How do | join or start a society?

Just come along to the advertised societies. If you wish to start a new society please come and speak to me!

{ ’




CHOOSING YOUR PATHWAY AT JFS SIXTH FORM

All Students are required to study three A Level subjects or the equivalent.
Only students taking Further Mathematics or Ivrit may study four.

Certain courses at University/ Universities require certain A Level subjects as an
entrance requirement, for example a Pharmacy degree will require that you have
Chemistry A Level and one from Mathematics, Physics and Biology.

Check out:

https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/

And further information can be found at:

https://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/
https://university.which.co.uk/advice



https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices 
https://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/
https://university.which.co.uk/advice
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A LEVELS b . WF VOCATIONAL COURSES
l A Levels are a traditional academic approach, follow a Iline;ar approach with [ —— I t’

Vocational courses are more focussed on practical skills unlike traditional
academic courses that focus on theoretical knowledge. Assessment often
involves a mix of practical work and coursework with end of unit exams.

exams at the end of Year 13 only. Students who choose this pathway should
be confident and comfortable taking exams at the end of the course only.
Should be for independent learners who are able to stay on top of revision,

content and homework. )
I Entry requirements:

Entry requirements: B ) ) ) ) Students must have met the specific subject entry requirements outlined
Students must have met the specific subject entry requirements outlined in in Appendix 1 of this guide. In addition, we would expect students to have

Appendix 1 of this guide. We expect students to have attained a minimum | attained a minimum average point score of 4 in their best 8 subjects and
average point score of 5.5 or above in their best 8 subjects and we expect, at at least a grade 5 in English Language and Maths.
least, a Grade 6 in English Language and Maths.

. Vocational - BTEC/WJEC - equivalent to 1 A level: k
A Levels include: Criminology ! a W

Art & Design (Fine Art), Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Classical Business Studies
Civilisation, Computer Science, Dance, Economics, English Language, English Media Studies

Literature, Film Studies, French, Geography, Government and Politics, Sport

History, Mathematics and Further Mathematics, Modern Hebrew, Music, Food Science & Nutrition

Philosophy, Photography, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, Sociology,
Spanish, Theatre Studies (Drama).

TECHNICAL COURSES

We are thrilled to be starting the new T Level Qualification in Education
and Early Years. T Levels are new courses, which will follow GCSEs and
will be equivalent to three A Levels. These 2-year courses have been
developed in collabo-ration with employers and businesses so that the
content meets the needs of industry and prepares students for work. T
Levels will offer students a mixture of classroom learning and ‘on-the-
job” experience during an industry placement of at least 315 hours. They
will provide the knowledge and experience needed to open the door
into skilled employment, further study or a higher apprenticeship.

A

Entry requirements:

Students must have met the specific subject entry requirements
outlined in Appendix 1 of this guide In addition. We would expect
students to have attained a minimum point score of 3.5 in their best 8
subjects and at least a grade 4 in English Language and Maths. We may
request an interview for external candidates.

™

I

T Levels - Equivalent to 3 A Levels:

Education and Early Years



ART

Edexcel Fine Art
Course Content
The course aims to give you the technical skills and understanding needed to develop outstanding coursework. A
six-to-eight-week introductory course gives you an insight into materials, artists, and ideas that could be the starting
point for your Personal Investigation project. After completing the work related to the introductory project, you

will then select and develop ideas for your personal project. This theme is negotiated with your teacher and will be
the basis of your coursework unit. This coursework unit will run until December of YR13 and will include an essay
component of 3,000 words. In January of YR 13, you will be given a copy of the exam theme set by the board. The
rest of the course will be spent developing your response to the exam theme.

Assessment

Personal Investigation This component is worth 60% of your A level. It requires you to produce a portfolio of practical
and written work based on personal starting points. Externally Set Assignment (ESA) This component is worth 40%
of your A level. It requires you to produce preparatory studies and personal outcome(s) based on a theme set by
Edexcel. The theme will be released to you in February of your final year. You'll have 15 hours to produce your
personal outcome or outcomes.

Type of work involved

We encourage a broad range of responses using sculpture, printmaking, drawing, painting, photography, and textiles.
We aim to support your response as you develop your ideas, working within a Fine Art Tradition. What do | need to
know or be able to do before taking this course You may have an interest in and want to know more about the visual
arts. You may want an opportunity to develop and express your own ideas. You may want to pursue a career in the
art, craft or design industries. Either way, this course will give you the skills to enjoy, engage with and produce visual
arts throughout your life. It is important to be motivated to complete coursework.

Career / Degree paths with this subject

This A level has been in existence for an extended period and is well respected by universities. You may choose to do
the A level because you enjoy the subject, and it will support your choice of university course. Through this course
you will develop transferable skills, such as problem solving, communication and critical thinking skills, which will
prepare you for further study or the world of work, regardless of the subject or career you wish to pursue. If you
want to pursue a career in the creative industries, your next step is likely to be a Foundation Degree course followed
by an undergraduate degree in fields as varied as Product Design, interior design, Architecture, Fine Art, Fashion
Design or History of Art.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

You will not be able to do this course if you have not studied GCSE Art and Design. The studios are well equipped,
and we do support a range of work in a variety of media. The essay component is based on the artists that you have
engaged with in the practical work

el




BIOLOGY

Course Content

A Level biology is a multidisciplinary subject that involves blending the practical and the theoretical in order to
achieve a deeper understanding of how living organisms interact with each other, and their environments. The
content is divided into six teaching modules and each module is further divided into key topics. The course will be
taught by two specialist teachers, who will be teaching two different parts of the course at the same time. Module
1 — Development of practical skills in biology Module 2 — Foundations in biology Module 3 — Exchange and transport
Module 4 — Biodiversity, evolution and disease Module 5 — Communication, homeostasis and energy Module 6 —
Genetics, evolution and ecosystems.

Assessment Paper 1
Biological processes (01) 100 marks, 2 hour 15 minutes, written paper This assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3 and
5 (37% of total mark).

Paper 2

Biological diversity (02) 100 marks, 2 hour 15 minutes, written paper This assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and

6 (37% of total mark). Paper 3 Unified biology (03) 70 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes, written paper This assesses content

from all modules 1 — 6 (26% of total mark). Practical endorsement in biology (04) (Non-examination assessment) This
does not make up part of the final A Level grade. You will be awarded a separate pass/fail Practical Endorsement. The
Practical Endorsement is based on your ability to show proficiency in practical work during the two-year course. The

practicals that will be assessed include 12 exam board recommended core practicals.

Type of work involved

Students who choose to study biology at A-level will learn about the fundamentals of biology, biochemistry and
physiology. A large emphasis is being put on vocabulary and practicing exam questions, together with analytical
thinking, clear communication and showing competence in the practical aspect of the subject.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course.

You will need top grades in GCSE Triple or Double Science, as well as requiring good results at GCSE in English and
Maths. Biology supports your study of other science subjects, and vice versa, so it is important to understand the
necessary qualifications and what is the best combination of subjects at A Level.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Biology is a key subject for lots of STEM careers, particularly in healthcare, medicine and jobs involving plants

or animals. The list is long and includes: nursing, dentistry, forensic science, psychology, physiotherapy, botany,
environmental science, zoology, geology, oceanography, pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching, science writing, genetics
and research.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Will students have to complete all the core practicals?

The core practicals are part of the specification content, so students will be asked questions about these practical
activities as part of their written examinations. In addition to this, completion of a minimum of 12 core practical
activities will be required in order to pass the teacher-assessed practical competency.

What subjects go well with biology?

Biology will support your study of other sciences and maths as well as subjects like psychology and geography. But
study it with a language or an essay subject like English at A-level and you might have even more choices for your
career.

Is Biology a difficult subject?

Biology contains a wealth of fascinating detail that you will need to assimilate before you can attempt the analytical
guestions that come up on exam papers. A-level Biology students are given regular assignments to do each week to
help them to meet this challenge. In a few words, yes, it is a very demanding subject.




BUSINESS A LEVEL

Course content
Students are introduced to business in Themes 1 and 2 through building knowledge of core business
concepts and applying them to business contexts to develop a broad understanding of how businesses
work.

Assessment

Paper 1 - Theme 1 and 4 - 100 marks - 40%
Paper 2 - Theme 2 and 3 - 100 marks - 35%
Paper 3 - Theme 1,2,3 and 4 - 100 marks - 30%

Type of work involved

Students are encouraged to use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of business, to
understand that business behavior can be studied from a range of perspectives and to challenge
assumptions.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You should be willing to work hard to understand a wide range of business concepts. You should be
interested in the business world and be constantly updating yourself on current events to be able to able
your real-world application to the course.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Higher education courses such as: business management, business administration, accountancy and
finance, human resource management, marketing, retail management, tourism management and
international business.

A wide range of careers ranging from banking, sales, product management, general management working
in public sector, working in various organisations, working in charities.

FAQs / Most commonly asked questions:

What is the difference between A-Level and BTEC business?
A Level business follows a ‘traditional’ A-level structure, covering topics such as marketing, finance,
operations and globalisation. This is examined in 3 papers which covers a variety of the content in different
formats, therefore all the learning is culminated in these exams at the end of the course.

Is there coursework?
No

Problems with the reserve army of
labour theory

m [t fails to explain why women end up
with responsibility for domestic
labour. In the pre-industrial period,
domestic work was the responsibility
of other children and both sexes.

m Women are more integrated into the
economy than before, attitudes
towards women and work has also

changed.




CHEMISTRY

Course Content

The subject is informally split into three areas: Organic, Inorganic and Physical Chemistry. These are interwoven so
that a variety of topics are taught throughout. There is an emphasis on practical work which is carried out on an
individual basis wherever possible. Students will be given regular homework tasks which will involve research and
sample examination questions amongst other written tasks. The theory of the course will complement the practical
work and will seek to explain modern chemistry in contexts such as climate change, green chemistry, pharmaceuti-
cals and chemical research.

Assessment

The A Level final exam grade will be based on three written papers: Paper 1: (Advanced Inorganic and Physical
Chemistry) 30% Paper 2: (Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry) 30% Paper 3: (General and Practical Principles
in Chemistry) 40% In addition to the final exam, you will be awarded a separate pass/fail Practical Endorsement. The
Practical Endorsement is based on your ability to show proficiency in practical work during the two-year course. The
practicals that will be assessed include 16 exam board recommended core practicals.

Type of work involved
Includes Practical lab work and exam questions.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You should be willing to work hard and to think independently, as the conceptual demand of the subject is very high.
You should be confident with chemical equations and simple numerical chemistry such as reacting masses, as well as
be able to use standard laboratory equipment safely and competently. If you did not get top marks in GCSE Science
then you need to think very carefully about starting this A level as it very quickly gets a whole lot more complicated
than GCSE.

Career / Degree paths with this subject
Veterinary science, pharmacy, any science courses, engineering. Compulsory for most medicine institutions.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions about this course are:

Do | need to do chemistry A Level in order to apply for medical school?
Yes although there are a few medical schools where you do not need it.

How much mathematics is there in the course?
Chemistry is a numerical subject and you are required to have a 7 in maths at GCSE to cope with this. However, we
recommend you think very carefully about taking on this subject if you do not have an 8 or above in maths GCSE.

Is there a lot of practical work?
Chemistry is a practical subject, as well as a theoretical one, so practical work is a very important aspect of the course.




COMPUTER SCIENCE

Course Content

The A Level course will be very similar to the GCSE Computer Science course with a lot of the
topics coming up again in the A Level. Each topic will include a lot more detail than GCSE and a
strong knowledge of the GCSE course is required. Topics include Hardware, Networks, Binary
Representation, Ethics, Algorithms, Boolean Algebra and operating systems.

In addition, the course has a heavy focus on programming, specifically at JFS, as it is taught by
two teachers with Computer Science degrees. We will be covering lots of different programming
languages and techniques to prepare you not only for your coursework but the real world as well. In
this course you will learn about the following programming languages:

Python, Java, Assembly Language, HTML/CSS/JavaScript, SQL

Students who are already strong programmers will be given exposure to a range of different python
libraries and programs that will prepare students for all different types of industry.

Assessment
80% Exam (2 exams) - More detail can be found in the specification 20% Coursework.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Students require a grade 6 in a GCSE Computer Science course & students should enjoy the
programming side of the course and programming independently.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Half of the students taking this course end up taking the subject at university. If students are
thinking of taking any type of STEM subject at university, then this course will help you
understand the intricacies of programming, giving students a head start at university. Lots of
students pair this subject with Maths/Further Maths/Science.

FAQs

Is there a massive jump from A Level to GCSE?

Students currently at JFS — No it will be a continuation of GCSE.

Students not currently at JFS — Maybe, a lot of students from other schools have gaps in their programming
knowledge which they will need to fill. We provide a lot of support at the school to help them catch up, including
an afterschool club and a bank of resources for students to complete.

What is the split of teaching in A Level?
Mr Waring (3 lessons a week) & Miss Vyas (2 lessons a week)

How long is the coursework?
Coursework is often 100-150 pages long, but students are guided through the coursework throughout the two
years and with screenshots and diagrams students easily hit 100 pages.

treet="4"
mountaini=" 4"
v for x in range(21):
smallGreen = []
v for y in range(21):
if x==0 or x==20:
smallGreen.append(mountainis” *)
else:
smallGreen.append(” Il *)
if y==0 or y==20:
smallGreen[y]=(mountainis" *)
if smallGreen.count(tree1)<40:
| d-random. randint(1,20)

green.append( smallGreen)

v for x in range(len(green)):
print(*".join(green[x]))



DANCE
—

Course Content
The A Level Dance specification requires students to develop, demonstrate and articulate practical
and theoretical knowledge, understanding and experience of:

e technical and performance skills

¢ the process and art of choreography

¢ the interrelationship between the creation, presentation and viewing/appreciation of
dance works

¢ the development of dance placed within an artistic and cultural context

e professional dance works and the significance of these works

e subject specific terminology and its use

Areas of study provide students with the opportunity to investigate the key changes in the
development of dance linked to a genre(s) and allow students to demonstrate contextual
understanding through written communication and performance.

Assessment

Component 1: Performance and choreography

What's assessed:

¢ Solo performance linked to a specified practitioner within an area of study
e Performance in a quartet

e Group choreography

Component 2: Critical engagement

What's assessed:

e Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of two set works

e One compulsory set work within the compulsory area of study

¢ One optional set work within the corresponding area of study, from a choice of four

Type of work involved

Both practical and theory lessons will be taught over the allocated contact time.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course

Students need to have achieved a Grade 6 or higher at GCSE Dance. If not studied, students need to
have a background in dance, and currently training. Students need to be able to write effectively

as there is a large amount of analysis involved.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Performer/ choreographer/ director/ arts education/ production and arts administration/ Costume /
Set Designer/ Dance Health Practitioner/ Dance Movement Therapist/ community arts worker/ teacher/
higher education lecturer/ fitness instructor/ personal trainer and many more.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Do you need to have dance experience?
Yes

What percentage is theory?
50% theory, 50% practical examinations

Should we be training outside of school?
Yes. You should be participating in classes outside of school.




ECONOMICS

Course Content

The study of Economics at A Level begins in Year 12 by developing an understanding of the fundamentals of
microeconomics, looking at the individual behaviour of consumers and producers within specific markets. Students
will simultaneously learn the basics of macroeconomic study, including topics such as inflation, unemployment

and economic growth. In the summer term of Year 12 and moving into Year 13, students will further their study of
microeconomics, by learning about business economics and the labour market, whilst in macroeconomics, students
will widen their perspective through applying the concepts they have learned to a global context, covering topics
such as poverty, inequality and globalisation.

Assessment
The two-year A Level course consists of four themes assessed by three 2-hour examinations which are a mixture of
short-answer, data response and essay questions.

Type of work involved
Quantitative practises; written work including essays; regularly reading a broadsheet newspaper.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You should be willing to work hard and to think independently, as the conceptual demand of the subject is very high.
Since the subject is new for students, the level of work is simple at the start of the course, but the material and the
skills become increasingly more demanding as the course progresses.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Economics is a subject that provides a gateway to the widest possible number of career options or degree choices
such as economics degrees with a focus on theory, or degrees in applied economics such as environmental
economics, labour economics or monetary economics. Alternatively, students may choose to study a business
economics or business degree or a joint honours degree, such as economics with politics or economics with law.
Economics opens up a wide range of careers ranging from finance, banking, insurance, accountancy, management
and consultancy, to becoming professional economists.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Do | need to be good at Maths?
Quantitative skills constitute a minimum of 20% of the overall marks for this A Level and you are required to have a 6
in maths at GCSE to cope with this. You need to be comfortable with data, graphs, diagrams, percentages, averages.

Do | need to be good at English?
Each exam paper in economics has at least one essay question. To cope with the demands, you are required to have a
6 in English language.

Will I learn how to invest my money?

No! Economics is an academic subject with a strong conceptual emphasis. Students who enjoy learning new ideas
and developing different perspectives will thrive on this course. Syudents who are looking for practical business or
investment tips are likely to be disappointed!



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Course Content

English language is an exciting subject filled with lively debate and discussion. In a world where we are surrounded by
language, you will be taught how to think analytically, challenge assumptions and develop communication skills. The
A Level contains three components: Language, the Individual and Society, Language Diversity and Change and Lan-
guage in Action. The course provides students with opportunities to explore a wide range of texts, considering how
language is influenced by gender, ethnicity, region, occupation, age and context. Students will look at language that is
written, spoken and produced for electronic media. They will develop understanding of how writers construct their
identity through text production and how they seek to influence their audience through language choice. Students
will discover how language has changed over time, including teen-speak and consider the various attitudes to these
variations and changes.

Assessment

At the end of Year 13 you will sit two exams each worth 40% of the course and will have produced a folder of course-
work worth 20% of the final grade. The exams are assessed through essay responses and a piece of creative writing.
The coursework is made up of an investigation and a creative piece with an accompanying commentary.

Type of work involved

Analysis of short texts including newspaper reports, blogs, transcripts, adverts, Twitter excerpts; debate and dis-
cussion of attitudes to language; learning new terminology to discuss language; exploring case studies and theories
around key areas of language use; essay planning and writing.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

English language A level is very different to GCSE English language. You will be engaged in looking at how people
represent themselves and the various groups they belong to through language. You will also explore the positive and
negative attitudes people hold about things like accents.

Career / degree paths with this subject

A degree in English opens many career pathways such as journalism, law, marketing, PR, media, academia. However,
having a good command of the English language is an advantage for all careers and it is a subject which works well
with many other subject combinations as you will learn not just about the topics but also how to construct a coher-
ent argument.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:
How is English language different from English literature?
English language is a mix of studying shorter texts to consider the meanings and representations and the study of

sociolinguistics — the study of the impact of social factors on language.

Will I need to do lots of reading?
No. There is some reading to do, but the texts involved are much shorter.

What is a language investigation?
You choose an aspect of language you’re interested in and create a hypothesis and then collect and analyse data.




ENGLISH LITERATURE

Course Content

The Edexcel English Literature A Level focuses on three key componenwith an additional 20% coursework element.
The course allows students to build on the understanding and appreciation of literary texts gained at GCSE level.
Students will have the opportunity to respond to texts of different periods and genres exploring the
connections between them and the different contexts they were produced in.

Year 12 begins with a range of modern poetry, comparing two novels and studying a modern play. Year 13 builds on
this with the study of older poetry and a Shakespeare play. Students also learn how to evaluate secondary critical
material in order to shape and build their own arguments about texts.

Assessment
Three examinations based on each of the key components: drama, prose and poetry. All three components are tested
through essay responses. A 3000-word coursework on two texts chosen by the student.

Type of work involved
Reading and annotating literary texts; analysing and evaluating the meanings through study of character, themes,
writers’ craft, context and critics; essay writing skills; essay planning; independent reading and research.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You should enjoy reading and discussing literature. You should be willing to work hard on essay writing and
developing an independent response to texts. A level English literature is a natural progression from GCSE and much
of the style of teaching will be familiar.

Career / degree paths with this subject

A degree in English opens many career pathways such as journalism, law, marketing, PR, media, academia. However,
having a good command of the English language is an advantage for all careers and it is a subject which works well
with many other subject combinations as you will learn not just about the texts but also how to construct a coherent
argument.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

How is English literature different from English language?
English literature focuses on the study of literary texts (novels, plays, poetry) and analysing the writers’ meanings and
intentions. It is assessed through essays.

Will I need to do lots of reading?
Yes. You will read a minimum of two novels, 2 plays and a selection of poetry.

Will my teachers help me to choose my coursework books?
Yes. Although you have free choice for your coursework texts, we offer a lot of support and adviceabout which
pairings work well together.
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FILM STUDIES

Course Content

Component 1 - Varieties of Film and Filmaking - Exam 2hr 30m - 35% of A Level
Component 2 - Global

Filmaking Perspectives - Exam 2hr 30m - 35% of A Level

Component 3 - Production - Non examined

assessment - 30% of A Level

Assessment
70% Essay based
30% Coursework: Screenplay or short film production.

Type of work involved
Film analysis, critical readings, practical production tasks (and yes of course, watching films!)

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

A passion for film, an open mind and the ability to express your ideas clearly on the page (you
need to enjoy writing analysis / arguments about films). No practical experience is necessary — you
will be taught all the required technical skills on the course. This includes editing with

professional software and using pro camera equipment and lighting.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Students have gone on to degree apprenticeships with media companies such as Sky and have received
credits in recent television productions. Many have gone on to higher education in film and media

at Russell Group universities such as Leeds, Warwick and York. Students have been nominated for and
have won prizes in film making competitions for their productions.

FAQs:

You need to be ready to write! Film studies is as much a ‘writing about film’ course as it is a ‘making / watching films’
course.

Be prepared to watch film that are unusual/old - we study foreign language films and silent cinema.

Film studies is a widely recognised A-Level that most Russell Group universities accept, however it is worth checking
with potential university destinations if you have a specific course in mind.
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FRENCH

Course Content

The French Edexcel A level course covers 4 different and varied themes covering France and French-speaking
countries.These are: changes in French society, political and artistic culture in the Francophone world, immigration
and French multicultural society and the Occupation and Resistance. There is something for everyone in this exciting
and interesting content.Equally, candidates will study works of film and literature.

La Haine by Mathieu Kassovitz is a film following the actions of 3 young men from the estates over the course of a
24- hour period. A gripping story inspired by real-life events and an iconic film, as true today as it was in 1995. Un
Sac de Billes by Joseph Joffo is a novel set during WW2 about a boy’s journey with his brother escaping Paris and
the clutches of the Nazis. A beautifully moving and true story, important for understanding the Occupation and a
wonderful first novel to read in French.

Assessment

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation — 2 hours - This exam features a listening comprehension, a reading
comprehension and a passage to translate into English.

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation — 2 hours 40 minutes - This exam features a passage to translate
into French, a 300-350 word essay on Un Sac de Billes and a 300-350 word essay on La Haine.

Paper 3: Speaking — 21-23 minutes including 5 minutes preparation - Task 1: Students discuss one theme from the
specification based on a stimulus containing two different statements. Task 2, Part 1: Students present a summary
of at least two of the written sources they have used for their research and give a personal response to what they
have read. Task 2, Part 2: Students answer questions on their presentation and then have a wider discussion on their
research.

Type of work involved

Study of issues concerning contemporary society, reading and listening to authentic French and Francophone
sources. Vocabulary learning and widening of understanding of grammar. Analysis of a French novel and a French
film.

Strengthening of translation skills. Understanding and weighing up both sides of current and historical issues and
making balanced conclusions.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You must enjoy learning languages. You must have an interest in how languages works and therefore a desire to study
grammar and always look to understand it better. You must be committed to exposing yourself to the language daily
through watching TV or films, listening to music, the news or podcasts and reading articles in the target language.

You must also have an interest in French and Francophone culture.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Languages can lead to a range of specific careers in almost all sectors. Not only could you go into sectors such as
teaching, translation/interpreting and tourism, but languages can benefit you in management consultancy and
business, finance, government, charity and international development and national intelligence and security.
However, languages are a unique selling point that will give you the edge over other candidates with similar
qualifications.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Is it hard doing a language to A Level?

All A levels are hard, studying any subject to A level requires an interest and a passion for the subject that means you
should be exposing yourself to target language material daily.

Will I be fluent when | finish my A Level?
Any student achieving a good grade in a language A level will have a good level of fluency in the language, being able
to converse and communicate naturally.

Will | have to read a book in French?

Yes. You will be given lots of support with vocabulary lists and questions based on your understanding of each
chapter. The content of the book will be thoroughly discussed and analysed in both French and English to ensure
your complete understanding of the story.




GEOGRAPHY

Course Content
The A Level geography curriculum inspires our students to be engaged and understand the world around them and to
think critically about world issues and broaden their knowledge of place. Students will grow as independent thinkers

and as informed and engaged citizens. The Edexcel specification takes an issues-based approach enabling students to
explore and evaluate contemporary geographical questions.

Paper 1: Tectonic processes and hazards, Coastal landscape and change, The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, The
Carbon Cycle and Energy Security .

Paper 2: Globalisation, Regeneration, Superpowers and Global Development and Connections: Migration and
Sovereignty.

Assessment

Paper 1 &2 (30% each) — A mixture of short answer questions, geography skills and essays
Paper 3 (20%) - Unseen source based on content in paper 1&2

Paper 4 (20%) — NEA field work write up

Type of work involved Each lesson we will focus on a key geography question. We will study the geography processes,
links to geography places and linked debates and assessment points. Lessons involve discussion, group work,
geography skills, writing up your processes and support in essay and exam practice.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You need to have an interest in the world around you! Enjoy learning about new places, be ready to go on field trips
and enjoy practising geography skills. You should be willing to be independent thinkers and workers. Geography

A- level is a natural progression from the GCSE, so you will build on all the ideas and skills from yr 10 & 11 and the
teaching style will be similar.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Geography A-level and Graduates will go onto a career focused on a particular topic in geography (for example urban
planning, hazard management) through a specialised degree. Other students will go onto a less geography specialised
career such as in finance, law or civil service but will draw on the skill sets of literacy, numeracy, graphicacy, enquiry
report writing AND relevant geography content applicable in the modern workplace such as climate change and
globalisation.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Does Geography A-level have coursework?
Yes — worth 20%. This can be focused on any topic from the Alevel geography course and on anywhere you choose.

Do I have to write a lot in Geography?
Your exams include essays that builds on your GCSE skills and also include shorter mark skills questions.

Is there a lot to learn in Geography?

Like any A Level, Geography is an academic and content subject. However, we give you lots of support including
work packs each lesson, revision scaffolding and retrieval grids. If you enjoy Geography, you will enjoy studying and
working on the course.




GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Course Content

In Politics we aim to engage pupils with the world around them and equip them to participate in

political discourse. We aim for them to do as well as they can in the A level exam; with a focus on student led
learning; debate; critical thinking and an emphasis on constantly engaging with current events. We hope that

by inculcating an interest in the subject, and by developing the skills aforementioned, pupils will explore careers in
the public sector, policy formation, law, academia and perhaps even seek public office themselves. In Year 12 we
study UK Government and Politics and in Year 13 we study US Politics.

Assessment

Units are assessed in three 2 hour exams, each exam is worth 84 marks.

Component 1: UK Government paper worth 1/3 of the final mark is assessed in June of year 13.
Component 2: UK Politics paper worth 1/3 of the final mark is assessed in June of Year 13.
Component 3: US politics paper worth 1/3 of the final mark is assessed in June of Year 13.

Type of work involved

Lots of debate and class discussions to ensure we always hear both sides of any topic. We aim to structure all lessons
around a key question and we explore the evidence surrounding the topic and then evaluate it in order to reach a
judgement on whether we agree or disagree. All our exams are written based so we spend some time in each lesson
writing up our notes or debate in the form of an essay plan.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Nothing in particular as we are aware this is a brand new subject for all students at A level. We would hope you have
an interest in finding out about how decisions are made and the impact of those decisions on society.

Career / degree paths with this subject
Careers in the public sector, policy formation, law, academia and perhaps even seek public office themselves. Degree
paths in politics, international relations, public policy, law and journalism.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions

How much do | need to know about current events?

It is very useful to keep up to date with the news as you will find debates and class discussions more interesting if
you able to engage in what is being discussed. It is not essential though as teachers will often bring these to class
discussions too.

Do | need to be a member of a political party or hold political views to do well?
No, this is not required at all.

Am | taught how to write an A level essay according to politics mark scheme?
Yes, this is a key feature of all written work to ensure that students do well in their final exam.




HISTORY

Course Content

Year 12: The course in the first year covers German history from the end of the First World War to the fall of

the Berlin Wall. It looks at Germany’s fall to and recovery from Nazi rule as well as its subsequent division under
Communist and Capitalist rule. We will also study the collapse of liberal democracy and the rise of Fascism in Italy as
a way of thinking about the ideological battles that were taking place in Europe in the first half of the 20th Century.

Year 13: In the second year we do a course work which will focus on an area of historiographical debate (Causes
of the First World War) and an exam-based course that will focus on the British Empire including the American
Revolutionary War, India, Canada and the treatment of the indigenous people in Australia.

Assessment

There is a coursework essay in the second year. Apart from this the course is assessed through essays under exam
conditions. Some essays focus on historical knowledge and analysis while others focus on the ability to contextualise
and interpret sources, whilst still others focus on the historical debates around a particular topic.

Type of work involved
Class discussion. Source analysis and evaluation. Reading for historical argument and evaluation of historical
interpretations. Essay writing.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

There are no prior knowledge requirements for the course, but a general awareness of 20th Century European
history would hold a student in good stead. The course builds on skills of analysis and source, and historical
interpretation evaluation already developed at GCSE.

Career / degree paths with this subject

History is considered a ‘Blue Chip’ ‘A’ Level. Success in this subject shows that you have developed analytical skills
and can articulate an argument. With this in mind it is an excellent grounding for any humanities based further study.
Anyone who is considering a career in Law or a similar professional field such as the Civil Service and because of its
analytical nature, can prove an excellent companion choice for a science orientated course of study.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions

Is there a need for extra reading?
You must be willing to undertake extra reading and research. In Year 12 reading will mainly be text books but we will
increasingly shift on to extracts from historians.

Is History a difficult subject?
It is a challenging subject which should only be chosen by those willing to make a real effort to develop
knowledge and analysis.

Do | need to have studied History at GCSE?

Ideally YES, but if not we ask for a score 6 in an equivalent subject.
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MATHEMATICS AND FURTHER MATHEMATICS

Course Content
On this course there are three main areas of study; Pure mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics.

Pure Mathematics: Proof; algebra and functions; coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane; sequences and series;
trigonometry; exponentials and logarithms; differentiation; integration; numerical methods; vectors.

Statistics: Statistical sampling; data presentation and interpretation; probability; statistical distributions; statistical
hypothesis testing.

Mechanics: Quantities and units in mechanics; kinematics; dynamics (forces and Newton Laws); moments.

A level Further Mathematics:There are three additional areas of study when completing the further maths course
along with the A Level Mathematics, which all students are required to study. The compulsory element is Core Pure
Mathematics, followed by two units of Applied Mathematics which are Further Statistics and Further Mechanics.
Core Pure: Further proof; complex numbers; series; matrices; further algebra and functions; further calculus; polar
coordinates; further vectors; hyperbolic functions; differential equations.

Further Statistics: Discrete probability distribution; Poisson and binomial distribution; geometric and negative
binomial distributions; hypothesis testing; central limit theorem; chi squared tests; probability generating functions.
Further Mechanics: Momentum and impulse; work energy and power; elastic springs and strings; elastic collisions

Assessment:
External assessment is by written examination at the end of the two-year course.

A Level Mathematics (9MADO)

There will be three separate 2 hour papers. Each paper is 100 marks and worth 33.3% of the course.

Note that any Pure content can be tested in Paper 1 and Paper 2.

Paper 1-Purel

Paper 2 - Pure 2

Paper 3 - Statistics and Mechanics (Two sections. Section A and B will test Statistics and Mechanics respectively.)

A Level Further Mathematics (9FMO0)

There will be four separate 1 % hour papers. Each paper is 75 marks and worth 25% of the course. Note that any Core
Pure content can be tested in Paper 1 and Paper 2.

Paper 1 - Core Pure Mathematics 1 Paper 2 - Core Pure Mathematics 2 Paper 3 - Further Mechanics 1

Paper 4 - Further Statistics 1.

Type of work involved

A Level Mathematics and Further Mathematics will require the development of skills from GCSE, which will be covered
in greater depth. Problem solving is a key aspect and the course and will require you to essentially do lots and lots of
guestions. Practicing the skills and the application of these skills will be key to success.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

A secure understanding of all aspects of the higher level GCSE is necessary. In particular, confident understanding

and handling of trigonometry, indices and algebraic topics such as quadratic expressions/ equations, simultaneous
equations and algebraic fraction manipulation are essential. These skills form the foundation to understanding many A
Level Mathematics topics. If you don’t like algebra, then A Level Mathematics is not for you!

Career / degree paths with this subject

A Level Mathematics has always been a popular and enjoyable option at JFS. Its benefits are also numerous and
students go into Higher Education to study a variety of mathematics related courses such as Engineering, Computer
Science, Dentistry and Business. It is also a welcome qualification for entry to Medicine, Law and Economics and
Politics. On this course you will develop many higher order thinking skills.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions

What equipment is needed for the course?
You will need to buy an appropriate A-Level calculator and at the least, you must purchase the Casio fx-991 CW. A
graphical calculator in the exam is also allowed if you wish which is the Casio fx-CG50.

Is Mathematics hard?

Mathematicsis difficult, however, if your key skills are strong and you are willing to put in the time and effort to
practice independently and seek support as and when required, you can be successful. Maths is about practice and
being structured in the way you work so the more you do, the better you will become.

How much work is involved and what are the expectations?

Lessons will be used to introduce new concepts and ideas. Students then practice these new skills and consolidate
understanding with significant amounts of homework tasks. The expectation will be for students to complete at least
an hour of independent work for each lesson they have. Practice is fundamental in recognising the finer differences
understanding. Students will find that making this time commitment to their study of mathematics is essential in
achieving exceptional grades.



MODERN HEBREW

Course Content

Subject Content:

e Social Issues and Trends

e Political and Artistic Culture
e Grammar

e Literacy Texts and Film
Students will study technological and social changes, looking at diversity and the benefits it brings. They will study
highlights of Israeli artistic culture, including art and architecture, and learn about Israeli politics including political
engagement amongst the young. Students also explore the influence of the past on present-day Israel.

Throughout their studies, they will learn the language in the context of Israel and learn about the issues and
influences that have shaped the country. Students will study texts and film and have the opportunity to carry out
independent research in an area of their choice.

Assessment

Paper 1: Reading and Writing — 42.5% of A-level

Students will read four stimulus texts adapted from authentic sources, including online sources. Students will
translate a passage from Hebrew to English. They will read and respond in writing to an unseen question on one of
the research topics published in the specification, and be required to use information from the source linked to the
knowledge gained from their individual research.

Paper 2: Writing — 20% of A-level

Students will answer an essay question in Modern Hebrew for each of the literacy texts and the film they have
studied.

Paper 3: Listening, Reading and Writing — 37.5% of A-level

Students will listen to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources, covering different registers and types.
Students will translate a passage from English into Modern Hebrew.

Multi-skill task — combines Listening, Reading, and Writing skills. Students will listen to a

passage, read a written source, and then respond in writing to an unseen question as they refer to

the information in both the Listening and Written source.

Type of work involved

Study of issues concerning Modern Hebrew-speaking society, reading and listening to authentic Hebrew sources, and
analysing and evaluating them. Vocabulary learning and widening of understanding of grammar. Use critical skills to
write essays analysing Hebrew-written short stories and a Hebrew-spoken film, Strengthen translation skills.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

A minimum of a grade 6 at GCSE in Modern Hebrew.

Career/degree paths with this subject:

Languages are highly valued in almost all sectors. Learning Modern Hebrew can benefit you in the IT industry,
Business, Politics and Government, International Freight Forwarding, Journalism and Media, International
Development, Intelligence and Security, University Research, Teaching, Tourism, and Translation.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Is it hard studying Modern Hebrew to A level?
All A levels require hard work, whether you are a native Hebrew speaker or not, studying Modern Hebrew to A level
requires an interest and a passion for the subject.

Can | do Modern Hebrew A-level as a fourth subject?
Yes, however, requires approval from both the Head of Sixth Form and the Modern Hebrew Department.

What is the Modern Hebrew A-level reputation in universities?
Modern language studies are valued highly in universities and Modern Hebrew is among them, respected,
legitimate, and allows you to enter universities like any other subject.




MUSIC

Course Content

The course is diverse in content, covering Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Fusions, Popular Music and Jazz,
and New Directions. It allows students to study Music as a practical, intellectual and creative subject

covering a range of musical styles, with a variety of opportunities for Performance and Composition work.

Students are expected to read and listen around the subject alongside the taught content and to participate in extra-curricular
music activities.

Assessment

Component 1: Performing (*Component code: 9MUO/01) Non-examined assessment: externally assessed 30% of the
qualification: 60 marks

Assessment overview:

¢ A public performance of one or more pieces, performed as a recital

¢ Performance can be playing or singing solo, in an ensemble, improvising, or realising music using music technology

¢ The total performance time across all pieces must be a minimum of eight minutes.

¢ Performances must be recorded after 1 March in the year of certification and all materials for assessment submitted to
arrive by 15 May in the year of certification.

Component 2: Composing (*Component code: 9MU0/02) Non-examined assessment: externally assessed 30% of the
qualification: 60 marks

Assessment overview:

¢ Total of two compositions, one to a brief set by Pearson and one either free composition or also to a brief.

e One composition must be from either a list of briefs related to the areas of study, or a free composition, carrying 40 marks
for this component. This composition must be at least four minutes in duration.

e One composition must be from a list of briefs assessing compositional technique, carrying 20 marks for this component.
This composition must be at least one minute in duration, unless the brief specifies a longer minimum duration.

¢ Total time across both submissions must be a minimum of six minutes.

Component 3: Appraising (*Component code: SMUO0/03)

Written examination: 2 hours 10 minutes 40% of the qualification: 100 marks

Content overview:

¢ Knowledge and understanding of musical elements, contexts and language

e Application of knowledge through the context of six areas of study, each with two set works, with the exception of Popular
Music and Jazz, which has three set works.

Vocal Music

Instrumental Music

Music for Film

Popular Music and Jazz

Fusions

New Directions

e Application of knowledge to unfamiliar works.

Type of work involved

A mixture of coursework and exam assessments. Coursework involves a considerable amount of
independent study to ensure work is completed, whilst the exam component requires a combination of
in-class and independent work to ensure exam skills are met.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You should have an interest in developing your music-making skills and be open to discovering new styles of music both
through teacher-led discovery and independent enquiry. Students are likely to have shown a high degree of commitment to
music throughout their school career and will be expected to continue this in the Sixth Form through participation in Extra-
Curricular activities.

Career / degree paths with this subject
The course could lead to Higher Education studies in Music or Popular Music. It can also provide a qualification for many Arts
based degrees. It is highly regarded by many institutions as a result of the balance between practical and theoretical work.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions
Do | have to read music and what grade do | have to be on my instrument? Yes, you need to be very fluent at reading
Music and around Grade 6 standard on your instrument.

Do | need to be having 1:1 instrumental lessons? Yes — you will need the specific knowledge, expertise and guidance of
your teacher in order to be able to complete the Performance module requirement.

Isithard? Yes, itis. However, we also feel that the course is highly rewarding.



___________________
PHILOSOPHY

J—
Course Content
A Level Philosophy is an introduction to philosophical thinking. It covers the same areas as would be covered in a
typical first-year undergraduate course, but at a gentler pace, giving a good introduction. A-level philosophy
comprises four topic areas: Epistemology, Moral philosophy, The Metaphysics of God & The Metaphysics of mind

Assessment

Paper 1: Epistemology and moral philosophy

Written exam: 3 hours - 100 marks - 50% of A Level

Questions: Section A - 5 questions on epistemology; Section B - 5 questions on moral philosophy

Paper 2: The metaphysics of God and the metaphysics of mind
Written exam: 3 hours - 100 marks - 50% of A Level
Questions: Section A - 5 questions on the metaphysics of God; Section B - 5 questions on the metaphysics of mind

Type of work involved

An A Level Philosophy course works mainly by getting you to do a lot of thinking. This goal-driven thinking will
typically happen in four or five different ways. Getting a grasp on what the ideas are at all and their place in the
debate will probably happen through listening to an explanation—perhaps in dialogue—and through reading.
Discussion and debate help you clarify and evaluate your grasp of concepts and of arguments (on both sides). Even
more important is the extended period of thinking on your own, in which you go over and over an idea until you have
the sort of complete and lucid insight into it that enables effective use of it. Finally, writing about an idea clarifies
your thinking as well as expressing it, forcing you to think how precision can be achieved, and to come to some
conclusions about the issues.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

People enjoy Philosophy and do well at it from all sorts of backgrounds and mental approaches: Arts, Maths,
Humanities, Sciences. You may love precision; you may love opening up of the mind to see in a different way; you
may love constructive arguing; you may love refusing to accept things just because someone tells you/on authority/
just because others do. The abilities and capacities which will serve you best are things like tenacity and clarity of
thought, willingness to listen and to try to understand, concentration and focus. Because Philosophy is not a GCSE
subject, and because it is not very much like anything else, everyone starts from scratch. Clear expression is essential
to Philosophy, so having done well in an essay subject helps.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Philosophy can also help to support a career in any area that values those skills. Such careers include most
professions (law, medicine, the civil service, teaching, journalism, engineering, management, and so on) and many
creative areas (writing, art, theatre, film or television, design). Analytic and logical thinking is valued in many new
technology sectors, including internet, artificial intelligence, and social media companies. Where Philosophy takes
you will depend on what other skills and experience you combine it with.

FAQs / The two most commonly asked questions

What other subjects do students take alongside Philosophy?

Students take all kinds of subjects alongside Philosophy, from English Literature to History, from Chemistry to Physics,
from Art to Theatre Studies. Sometimes students take it to contrast to their other two subjects, or for others it is part
of a broad-based general programme.

Do you have a lot of debates and discussion in Philosophy?
Answer: Yes! With very few exceptions, every lesson will have class discussion and debate, and plenty of opportunity
to ask questions and make comments. It’s one of the best ways to learn about the subject.




PHOTOGRAPHY

Course Content
This programme will teach the Art of Photography and develop the students’ artistic, academic and intellectual
capabilities. Students will learn the creative use of 35mm SLR and digital camera equipment. Traditional Black
and White film processing, darkroom print making, and image manipulation will be central to the course. Colour
photography will be explored through digital media and ‘Photoshop’.

Emphasis will be placed on encouraging students to work independently, experimentally and creatively to present
personal responses to the project themes. Appreciation of the art form will be enhanced through research studies
of historical and contemporary photographers. In addition to the organised trips students are required to attend

galleries and organise location shoots. Work will be developed and completed in journals/photographic portfolios.

Assessment

The subject is 100% assessed through the coursework produced. There is no final written exam. The Personal
Investigation is 60% of their mark. Candidates are required to develop a personal investigation based on an idea,
issue, concept or theme of their choice, supported by a 3000-word written piece.

The Externally Set Assignment is 40% of their mark. AQA provide several different starting points for students to
choose from. Students will produce a portfolio of work to creatively explore one of these themes and at the end of
the course will have 15 hours under controlled conditions to complete their projects.

Type of work involved
The subject is 100% coursework, with practical activities to capture and develop creative photography which is
recorded in portfolios.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
The course suits creative students who have an appreciation and enjoyment of Art and Photography, and who are
highly organised to develop rich portfolios of work throughout the two years.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Photography can be continued at degree level where a broad variety of lens-based media courses are on offer.
Additionally, photography is a specific field for a career and the subject has a value in other design and media
occupations. Alternatively, photography can provide breadth to one’s education and create an area of personal
interest for creative expression in the future.

FAQs / The two most commonly asked questions:

Do | need to have studied GCSE Photography, Art or D&T?
The answer is no. However students from these areas will have a grounding in the study and presentation of a
visually academic subject.

Will | need my own digital and 35mm SLR camera?
The school has both digital and film cameras, but it will be an asset for a student to own and master their own
equipment which they can use without any restrictions.

4




PHYSICAL EDUCATION
' Course Content

A Level Physical Education equips our students with both a depth and breadth of knowledge, understanding and skills
relating to scientific, socio-cultural and practical aspects of physical education.

The course will:

¢ develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical

activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance

¢ understand how physiological and psychological states affect performance

¢ understand the key socio-cultural factors that influence people's involvement in physical activity and sport

¢ understand the role of technology in physical activity and sport

¢ refine their ability to perform effectively in physical activity and sport by developing skills and techniques and
selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas

¢ develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance

¢ understand the contribution which physical activity makes to health and fitness

e improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with curious and enquiring minds.

Assessment
Theory comprises 70% of the course split into two papers taken at the end of two years of study. The non-examined
element comprises practical at 15% and an analysis of performance coursework at 15%.

Type of work involved

In the context of Physical Education, it's important to be prepared for hard work and the need for independent
thinking, as the subject places a substantial emphasis on your ability to structure scientific responses using breadth
and depth. Additionally, a strong grasp of human biology and fundamental English Language skills, particularly

in relation to long answer questions, is required. High level proficiency in a sport is also necessary. You should be
competing in a team that plays to a good standard. If you didn't achieve excellent grades in GCSE Science, it's
advisable to carefully evaluate whether you should pursue A Level PE, as it rapidly becomes more intricate compared
to the GCSE level.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You should have a genuine passion for sports and physical activity. A Level PE is academically rigorous but also

heavily practical (in your own time), so enthusiasm for the subject is vital.A good level of personal physical fitness is
advantageous. While you don't need to be an elite athlete — you need to be actively participating in competitive sport
at a good standard.Having strong analytical and critical thinking skills is crucial and in addition the course involves a
significant amount of written work. Being proficient in constructing well-organised essays is advantageous. Moreover,
understanding the human body's structure and function is essential. You'll study topics like muscle and bone
structure, the cardiovascular system, and how these relate to physical performance — but in much more depth than
you did at GCSE level. You’ll also study things like the history of sport and psychology in sport — developing a deep
understanding of how athletes learn, develop and cope at the highest levels of sport.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Students can opt to pursue a bachelor's degree in fields like Sports Science, Sports Management, Kinesiology, or
related subjects. Alternatively, they may choose to enter the teaching profession by specializing in PE, becoming

PE teachers, and shaping the physical education experiences of future generations. Another option is to delve into
specific sports specializations, such as sports coaching or sports psychology, to work closely with athletes, enhancing
their performance and well-being. For those with a passion for sports coaching and training, A Level PE opens doors
to careers as sports coaches or personal trainers. These individuals can acquire relevant coaching certifications and
find opportunities to work with local sports teams or athletic clubs. They can become instrumental in the training
and development of athletes, helping them achieve their athletic goals.Furthermore, careers in sports medicine and
therapy become viable options. Individuals with A Level PE backgrounds can explore physiotherapy, sports therapy,
or sports medicine, providing physical therapy, rehabilitation, and injury prevention services to athletes.

FAQs/frequently asked questions
Will I be at a disadvantage if | haven’t done well in science? The short answer is yes — the course
is heavily scientific, and you will need a strong foundation to be able to cope with the demands of the course.

What have some of the previous A Level PE students gone on to do?

A wide range of things, from studying Sport & Exercise Science, Sports Therapy, Nutrition, Massage, Physiotherapy
and Sports Management. Just recently a former A level PE student came to talk to our students about their job as a
Sports Psychologist and the elite athletes she works with.




PHYSICS

Course Content
Topic 1: ‘Working as a Physicist’ covering experimental methods and data analysis
Topic 2: Mechanics - covering kinematics and dynamics of bodies

Topic 3: Electric Circuits - covering DC electricity

Topic 4: Materials — covering the structural properties of solids and liquids

Topic 5: Waves and Particle Nature of Light — covering wave phenomena and quantum physics
Topic 6: Further Mechanics — circular motion and momentum

Topic 7: Electric and Magnetic Fields — Electrostatic forces, capacitors, magnetic force and induction
Topic 8: Nuclear and Particle Physics- fundamental particles and colliders / detection

Topic 9: Thermodynamics — specific heat capacity and gas laws

Topic 10: Space — Stellar evolution, determining distances and cosmology

Topic 11: Nuclear Radiation — Nuclear fission, fusion and decay

Topic 12: Gravitational Fields — Newtonian gravity and gravitational potential

Topic 13: Oscillations — simple harmonic motion

Assessment:

Paper 1: Advanced physics 1 - 1hr 45m - 90 marks - 30%

Paper 2: Advanced physics 2 - 1hr 45m - 90 marks - 30%

Paper 3: General & practical principles in physics - All topics, 50% of paper on practical/techniques - 2hr 30m - 120
marks - 40%

Practical endorsement: Pass/Fail

Type of work involved
The majority of the work is based on applying basic physics principles to tackling problems of varying difficulty up the
level of A past paper questions and beyond. Practical work is also included to demonstrate the concepts covered.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

While there is not a large amount of material to memorise in Physics, this course covers concepts and theories which
you will need to be able to understand fully and apply to different contexts when tackling questions. Apart from
competency in Mathematics, strong analytical and problem solving skills are required, as well as the ability to see
how concepts fit together.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Physics is one of the university entrance requirements or preferred subjects for not only Physics degrees, but also for
other courses such as Computing, Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, Optics, Electronics and so on. There is a shortage
of qualified Physicists, and they are in demand in areas of Medicine, Telecommunications, Aeronautics, Architecture,
Transport and many other industries. Many Physics graduates go on to work in areas of research and design and
many go on to work in the Financial Sector as the development of your analytical and problem-solving skills is highly
regarded even for non-scientific careers.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Will I be at a disadvantage if | haven’t done Triple Science?
No, the starting point for all of the material covered is Double Science. Triple Science students will be a bit more
familiar with a small part of the ‘A2’ Level units on Particle Physics and Astrophysics.

Do | have to take A level Mathematics to do Physics?

Yes - we ask that all Physics students at JFS also take A level Mathematics as there is a significant amount of
Mathematics beyond GCSE in the A level Physics course, and without it A level Physics is a dead end: you will not be
considered for further studies / careers in physics, engineering, etc.

Do | have to take another science at ‘A’ Level to do Physics?
There is an advantage to doing more than one Science subject at ‘A’ level, as the subjects are inter-related. Students
who do one or more other Science subject generally get better grades than students who have only chosen Physics.




S
PSYCHOLOGY

Course Content

At the end of this two-year linear course, you will have insight into your own and other peoples’ behaviour. You will
be able to critically consider the extent to which theories and explanations are accurate, be able to explain different
approaches to understanding behaviour and debate the extent to which varied factors impact behaviour.

Paper 1: Social Influence, Attachment, Memory, and Psychopathology.
Paper 2: Approaches, Biopsychology and Research Methods.
Paper 3: Issues and Debates, Aggression, Relationships and Schizophrenia.

Assessment

There are three 2-hour papers, all of which are examined at the end of the two-year course. Each paper will have
research methods questions. Research Methods, as a topic, carries double the weight. The remaining topics are
equally weighted.

Type of work involved

You will be adopting a scientific approach to understanding human behaviour. As such, the theories, and explanations
you cover will be evaluated in terms of their validity, reliability, and real-world application. This includes the use of
guantitative and qualitative skills. You will be assessed on your ability to recall information, apply your knowledge,
and evaluate research and theories. The types of questions include multiple-choice, short-answer, application, and
essay questions. Your homework will give you sufficient practise in developing these skills. You will also undertake
research during the summer of your Year 12 year and submit a report.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
You need to have a good understanding of the scientific approach, which you will have covered in GCSE science. You
also need to feel confident in your maths skills, especially data handling and analysis, and your ability to draft essays.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Psychology is a popular degree course. You do not need to have studied A Level psychology to do a degree in this
discipline, but British Psychological Society approved degrees are recommended. Top graduate destinations with a
degree in psychology include Human health and social work, Education, Retail/administrative and support, Legal,
social, and welfare professions, Business, HR, and finance, Marketing, PR, and sales

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

How much Mathematics there?
10% of each exam paper has maths content. This could be questions on drawing a suitable graph or working out
percentage change.

How much science is there?
Besides the biological approach and biopsychology, there is no other science topics. However, as psychology is a
science, we adopt a scientific methodology when explaining behaviour.

Will I be able to read minds?
No




SOCIOLOGY

Course Content

This two-year linear course equips students with a profound understanding of the society they inhabit. It explores
how society influences individuals' thoughts, social behaviours, and cultures, and conversely, how people collectively
shape their world.

Paper 1: Education - This paper delves into the functioning of the education system and Research Methods- the
methodologies sociologists employ in their research.

Paper 2: Families and Households - Examines the dynamics of family life and Social Stratification - Explores the
inequalities and divisions within society.

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance - Investigates criminal behaviour and patterns of criminality. Research Methods-
sociological research, along with an exploration of various sociological theories and perspectives.

Assessment
There are three examination papers, each carrying equal weight and contributing one-third to the final grade. These
exams occur at the culmination of the two academic years in June.

Type of work involved

The course includes a combination of content learned in lessons, debates and discussions, independent research, and
essay writing. Students are encouraged to think critically, analyse and evaluate theoretical perspectives, and apply
sociological concepts to real-world scenarios.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

Before embarking on this course, a genuine interest in broader social issues is essential. A basic understanding of
British society's historical context from 1945 onward is advantageous. Additionally, a minimum of a Grade 6 in GCSE
English Language is required.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Sociology is an established field with a history spanning over 100 years, and major universities boast prestigious
Sociology departments. A-level Sociology is highly regarded and opens doors to diverse career opportunities and
higher education paths, including law, journalism, civil service, media, social policy, human resource management,
teaching, education research and lots more!

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Will this A Level help me get to university?
Absolutely, social sciences have extensive research departments at universities, making A-level Sociology a valuable
asset for higher education.

Is it similar to psychology?
While there are some similarities, particularly in the research methods topic, Sociology primarily focuses on society
as a whole rather than individual behaviour.

Is it all essay-based exam questions?
No, the exams encompass a variety of question types, including short answer questions across the three papers,
providing a balanced assessment approach.




SPANISH

Course Content

The Spanish Edexcel A level course covers 4 different and varied themes relevant to modern Spain and other Spanish-
speaking countries:

¢ recent changes in Spanish society

¢ political and artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world

¢ the rise of immigration and the transformation of Spain into a multicultural society

e the civil war, Franco’s dictatorship and the transition to democracy.

There is something for everyone in this exciting and interesting content. Additionally, candidates
will study the following works of film and literature:

LITERATURE - La Casa de Bernarda Alba by Federico Garcia Lorca - a play set at the beginning of the
20th century which explores the themes of repression, passion and conformity through the depiction
of a matriarch's domination of her five daughters.

FILM - El Laberinto del Fauno by Guillermo del Toro - a mythical film set after the Spanish civil

war, in which the main character interacts with a mysterious creature in an abandoned labyrinth.
The film explores a variety of themes through the use of imagery and symbolism.

Assessment

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation — 2 hours. This exam features a listening comprehension, a reading
comprehension and a passage to translate into English.

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation — 2 hours 40 minutes. This exam features a passage to translate into
Spanish, a 300/350-word essay on La Casa de Bernarda Alba and a 300/350-word essay on El Laberinto del Fauno.
Paper 3: Speaking — 21-23 minutes including 5 minutes preparation

Task 1: Students discuss one theme from the specification based on some stimulus statements.

Task 2: Having researched a topic of their choice, students present a summary of their research.

This is then followed by a wider discussion on the key findings of their research.

Type of work involved

e Learn vocabulary regularly

e Further your understanding of grammar

e Access authentic listening and reading Spanish resources to keep abreast of latest developments in Spanish-speaking
countries

e Use critical skills to write essays analysing a Spanish play and a Spanish film, ensuring you select appropriate evidence
¢ Strengthen your translation skills

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You must enjoy learning languages. You must have an interest in how languages work and therefore a desire to study
grammar, and always look to understand it better. You must be committed to exposing yourself to the language daily
through watching TV or films, listening to music, the news or podcasts, and reading articles in the target language. You
must also have an interest in Spanish and Hispanic culture.

Career / Degree paths with this subject

Languages can lead to a range of specific careers and are valued highly in almost all sectors. Not only could you go into
sectors such as teaching, translation/interpreting and tourism, but languages can benefit you in management consultancy,
business, finance, government, charity and international development, and national intelligence and security. Undoubtedly,
languages are a unique selling point that will give you the edge over other candidates with similar qualifications.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Is it hard doing a language to A level?

All A levels are hard, studying any subject to A level requires an interest and a passion for the subject. As a Spanish A
Level student, you will need to expose yourself to target language material on a daily basis. You must also be prepared to
complete a wide range of independent learning activities to further your knowledge.

Will | be fluent when I finish my A level?
Any student achieving a good grade in a language A level will have a good level of fluency in the
language, being able to converse and communicate naturally.

Will I have to read a book in Spanish?

Yes. You will read La Casa de Bernarda Alba in class, where your teacher will provide plenty of support, vocabulary lists
and a detailed analysis of each scene. The content of the play will be thoroughly discussed to ensure your complete
understanding of the themes, characters and narrative techniques.
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BTEC BUSINESS EXTENDED CERTIFICATE

(Equivalent to one A Level)

Course Content

Business BTEC National Extended certificate (Single BTEC equivalent to one A Level) is a varied and unique course.
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with schools to ensure that it supports
progression to higher education.

Assessment:

Unit 1: Exploring business

Coursework split up into three submissions from five learning aims:

Assignment 1:

A: Explore the features of different businesses and analyse what makes them successful
B: Investigate how businesses are organised

Assignment 2:
C: Examine the environment in which businesses operate
D: Examine business markets

Assignment 3:

E: Investigate the role and contribution of innovation and enterprise to business success.

Unit 2: Developing a marketing campaign - 2-hour pre-release. 3-hour exam - 70 Marks.

During the two hour pre-release, learners are shown a case study and have an opportunity to complete research.

The exam is split into two parts:

¢ Develop a rationale

¢ Planning and developing a marketing campaign

Unit 8: Recruitment and selection process

Course work unit split up into two submissions from three learning aims:

Assignment 1: A Examine how effective recruitment and selection contribute to business success

Assignment 2: B Undertake a recruitment activity to demonstrate the processes leading to a successful job offer
C Reflect on the recruitment and selection process and your individual performance.

Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance - 2-hour exam - 80 marks.

This assessment focuses on the foundation for financial calculations, business accounting and reporting standards.
Along with calculations, learners will be required to interpret, analyse and evaluate the case studies.

Type of work involved
A mixture of coursework and exam assessments. Coursework involves a considerable amount of independent
research and completion, with constant tight deadlines to ensure work is completed.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
BTEC provides the same waiting for UCAS (university applications) as A-Levels. The vast majority of universities
accept BTECs as a substitute for A Levels.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Higher education courses such as: business management, business administration, accountancy and finance, human
resource management, marketing, retail management, tourism management and international business

A wide range of careers ranging from: banking, sales, product management, general management working in public
sector, working in various organisations, working in charities.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

What is the difference between A-Level and BTEC business?

Whereas BTEC follows a more vocational approach, that incorporates similar content with a mixture of exams and
coursework, which requires consistency and dedication from students to complete coursework to tight deadlines
throughout the two years, with less pressure on exams.




BTEC NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN SPORT
(Equivalent to one A Level)

’ Course Content

This course provides an excellent preparation for careers within the sport and fitness industries and can support entry into
higher education. It is a vocationally delivered course and therefore develops the skills and knowledge students will need
to thrive in a professional sports and fitness environment. Students are assessed through written exams, project practical
assessments and assignments based upon real-life sporting scenarios. JFS has a thriving sport department with
outstanding facilities. This course is equivalent to one A level.

Assessment

Unit 1 — Anatomy & Physiology (Exam)

Unit 2 — Fitness Training Programming for Health, Sport & Well-being (Exam)
Unit 3 - Professional Developments in Sports Industry (Coursework)

Unit 4 - Sports Leadership (Coursework)

50% Coursework 50% Examination

Type of work involved

Units include: Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport, The Physiology of Fitness, Practical Team Sports, Fitness
Testing, Fitness Training and Programming, Psychology, Nutrition, Sports Coaching, Current Issues in Sport and Work
Experience.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

It is crucial to exhibit a genuine interest and enthusiasm for sports when considering Sport Btec. This enthusiasm serves as
the cornerstone for success in the subject, not only making it a more enjoyable experience but also motivating students to
actively participate in coursework. Sport Btec encompasses some difficult theoretical components and approaching it with
passion can significantly enhance the overall learning process.

Having completed GCSE PE (Physical Education) or a Cambridge Nationals Sport Studies qualification in school provides a
solid foundation for Sport BTEC These qualifications introduce students to fundamental concepts, skills, and knowledge
related to physical education and sports, creating a valuable knowledge base that can be further built upon at the

Sport BTEC level. Furthermore, having prior experience in the realm of sports as a performer, coach, or official is highly
advantageous.

Career / degree paths with this subject

All BTEC Nationals provide transferable knowledge and skills that prepare learners for progression to university. The
transferable skills that universities value include:

¢ the ability to learn independently

¢ the ability to research actively and methodically

¢ being able to give presentations and being active group members.

BTEC learners can also benefit from opportunities for deep learning where they are able to make connections among units
and select areas of interest for detailed study. BTEC Nationals provide a vocational context in which learners can develop
the knowledge and skills required for particular degree courses, including:

¢ reading technical texts

o effective writing

e analytical skills

e creative development

¢ preparation for assessment methods used in degrees.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

What is the difference between A level PE and BTEC?

BTEC - split into 4 units, each worth 25% of final grade. 50% coursework and 50% split into 2
exams. A Level — coursework (15%), practical (15%) and 2 exams (35% each).

Is there any practical in BTEC?
There is no practical element in BTEC. There is no in school practical element to A Level. The
video for practical is done independently outside of school.

What else do | need to be aware of?
One of the BTEC exams is still very science based so it is challenging.




WJEC DIPLOMA APPLIED CRIMINOLOGY

(Equivalent to one A Level)

Course Content
Unit 1 - Changing Awareness of Crime: This unit explores different types of crime, the factors influencing public perceptions
of crime, and the reasons why crimes go unreported.

Unit 2 — Criminological theories: In this unit, students delve into the complex motivations behind criminal behaviour. This
includes an examination of biological, sociological, and psychological factors contributing to criminality.

Unit 3 - Crime Scene to Courtroom: From identifying a crime through courtroom proceedings to the final verdict, this unit
provides a thorough understanding of the criminal justice system. Students develop skills to critically evaluate verdicts in
criminal cases

Unit 4 - Crime and Punishment: This unit applies students' knowledge of criminality, and the legal process to assess the
effectiveness of social control in delivering criminal justice policies. Emphasis is placed on the aims of different forms of
punishment in the UK.

Assessment

There are 4 units. Units 1 and 2 are completed in year 12. Units 3 and 4 are completed in year 13. Each one is worth 25% of
the overall Diploma, which is graded A*-U

Units 1 and 3 are controlled assessment units — this is an ‘open book’ assessment which spans over two days. Students
apply their knowledge of the unit to several typed tasks. Students can bring in as many notes as they wish. Units 2 and 4
are written exams, taken in the summer term of each year. They are 90 minutes long but do not include lengthy essays.

Type of work involved
Controlled assessment work will involve notetaking and completion of controlled assessment-style tasks through these units.
Written exam work will involve revision in preparation for summer exams. Plenty of support will be provided for both.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
You will need a grade 5 in English Language and an interest in crime- this could be crime reports in the news,
documentaries on Netflix or anything in-between!

Career / degree paths with this subject

There are a plethora of careers to enter with a criminology-based degree. These include law, police officer, political risk
analyst, criminal profiler, detective, forensic scientists, pathologist, scenes of crimes officer, probation officer, social worker,
prison guard and many, many more!

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Is it an A-Level?
It’s equivalent to one A-Level when applying to university but is called a Diploma. It’s worth the same number of UCAS
points, is graded A*-U and will get you a place in almost all universities (with a few exceptions, including Oxbridge)

Do students do well on the course?
Yes! Our first full cohort who finished in 2023 were one of the top performing centres in the country with A*-A—62%,
A*-B —85% and A*-C- 100%. many went on to study law or criminology at university.




CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION LEVEL 3 -

EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
(Equivalent to one A Level)

Course Content
To complete the course you need to successfully finish 4 units.

They are:

1) An exam unit in which you analyse and discuss film, TV, games, magazine and advertising media. (2 hour exam)

2) A Portfolio in which you plan the creation of a short film (e.g scriptwriting, storyboarding, location scouting, casting).
3) Short film production (around 5 minutes) in which you shoot and edit your own short film.

4) A media pitch which asks you to come up with a creative idea for an awareness advertising campaign.

Assessment

Assessment is approximately 50% exam-based and 50% coursework. The exams are held in the first and second years of
the course and coursework is submitted and marked on an ongoing basis. This means that work done in the first term of
study counts towards the final grade.

Type of work involved

You will learn how to use professional filmmaking equipment such as cameras, tripods and microphones. You will also be
given access to the Adobe Creative Cloud suite of products — including Photoshop and Premiere Pro. There are regular
practical workshops in which you will develop your media production skills in a range of settings. The coursework and exam
components are generally written pieces requiring a good level of English language communication skills — you

should be prepared to express ideas and give reasoning for your answers in extended responses.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
No prior technical knowledge, just an ability to meet deadlines and the willingness to work from Day 1.

Career / degree paths with this subject

Students have gone on to degree apprenticeships with media companies such as Sky and have received credits in

recent television productions. Many have gone on to higher education media at creative universities such as UAL and
Bournemouth. Students have been nominated for and have won prizes in filmmaking competitions for their productions.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Will I study social media?
No this is not a topic on the course (Advertising, Music Video, Magazines, TV & Film and Games are the main topics).

Can | create a portfolio through completing this course?
Yes, you will have lots of great practical work and coursework to show off after you have finished your course!

Can | apply to university with a BTEC?
Yes, please check the course requirements (UCAS points) for universities you are interested in).




WJEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRITION
(Equivalent to one A Level)

COURSE CONTENT

e UNIT 1: Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups

e UNIT 2: Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat

e UNIT 3: Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems
e UNIT 4: Current Issues in Food Science and Nutrition

Assessment
Units 1 is completed in year 12 and has both internal and external assessment. Each one is worth 25% of the overall
certificate grade. Time to complete this internal assessment is 9 % hours.

Units 2 and 3 or 4 are completed in year 13. Each one is worth 25% of the overall Diploma. Time to complete Unit 2
internal assessment is 8 hours. Units 3 and 4 must be complete in 12 hours. The paper will be graded Level 3 Pass, Level 3
Merit and Level 3 Distinction. All internal units are controlled assessment units — this is an ‘open book’ assessment.

Type of work involved
A mixture of coursework and exam assessments. Coursework involves a considerable amount of independent research and
completion, with constant tight deadlines to ensure work is completed. There is only one external exam unit in Year 12.

What do | need to know or be able to do before taking this course?

You should be willing to work hard and to think independently. You should be confident with functional and chemical
properties of ingredients as well as be able to describe the functions of nutrients in the body. It would be an asset to you if
you studied GCSE Science and or Food Preparation and Nutrition.

Career / degree paths with this subject

An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many industries and job roles. Care providers and nutritionists
is hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers
and government agencies also use this understanding to develop menus, food products and policies that support healthy
eating initiatives. Many employment opportunities within the field of food science and nutrition are available to graduates.
Learners will gain the required knowledge to be able to use the qualification to support entry to higher education courses
such as:

*BSc Food and Nutrition

*BSc Human Nutrition

*BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition

*BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

Is it an A-Level?
It is equivalent to one A-Level 3 Diploma.

Do students do well on the course?
Yes! Our last cohort who finished in 2022 achieved - Distinction — 66%, Merit — 33% , and Distinction - Pass- 100%

What jobs could | pursue if | continued this at university?
Please see above just some of the jobs available.




PATHWAY C - EDUCATION AND EARLY YEARS T LEVEL

Course Content

We are thrilled to be starting the new T Level Qualification in Childcare & Education. T-Levels are new courses, which
will follow GCSEs and will be equivalent to 3 A Levels. These 2-year courses have been developed in collaboration with
employers and businesses so that the content meets the needs of industry and prepares students for work.

T-Levels will offer students a mixture of classroom learning and ‘on-the-job’ experience during an
industry placement of at least 315 hours. They will provide the knowledge and experience needed to open the door into
skilled employment, further study or a higher apprenticeship.

The following topics are mandatory:

e Supporting SEND

o Safeguarding, Health, Safety & Wellbeing

¢ Behaviour Management

e How to work in partnership with parents, carers and other professionals
e Observation & Assessment

¢ Reflective Practice

e Working with children with EAL

Assessment

Assessment is a combination of internally assessed tasks, externally marked coursework and work-based projects that
combine to ensure that the students gain a well-rounded understanding of the role of the early years practitioner and enables
them to leave with both theoretical and practical knowledge they can put into practice in their next steps beyond JFS.

Type of work involved

The course combines taught lessons with tasks, coursework and placement-based assignments. What do | need to know
or be able to do before taking this course 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 above including Maths and English. We may request an
interview for external candidates.

Career / degree paths with this subject

The course is unique in that not only do you leave school with a vocational course that you can use to go straight into

work in a childcare setting or school, but it also carries 3 A levels worth of UCAS points which most students use to attend
university. Our students go on to undertake a variety of university courses including

Teaching Speech & Language Therapy Nursing/ Midwifery Occupational Therapy Psychology/ Child Psychology Criminology
Childhood Studies Childhood Nutrition.

FAQs / The three most commonly asked questions:

What other subjects would you take with childcare?
This is the only course you will take in the 6th form as it counts as 3 A Levels

Can | go to university with this course?
Absolutely, our students attend red brick universities and read a variety of subjects listed above

If  don’t want to go to university what options are open to me?
If you don’t want to go to university then this course is a wonderful option as you gain a Level 3 in Childcare which

you can use to work in a nursery or school. This right to work also enables you to perhaps work and earn money for
travelling or a gap year before going to university, making it the most versatile course on offer at JFS.
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http://www.CACHE.org.uk

JFS School | The Mall | Kenton | Harrow | HA3 9TE
Tel:+44 (020) 8206 3169
www.jfs.brent.sch.uk



